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Agenda
- Dahlias in Antarctica – Lucy Propst
- Dahlias in Grow Bags – Russell Propst 
- Mark your Calendars – Lucy Propst
Break
- Pests & Fertilizer – Lucy Propst
- SEMDS History Fun Facts – Elyse Swenson
- For the Love of Vases –Renee Lower



Expedition to find 

Dahlias in Antarctica

Please see Lucy or Russell for 
a lively discussion of the 
dahlias they saw in 
Antarctica



Dahlias in Grow Bags
Russell Propst

Group discussion of experiences 
using Grow Bags



Propst Grow Bag dahlia garden



Mark your 
Calendars

Tuber & Plant Sale – key dates

Late March – potting up
Sunday, April 26 – Sale workday
Friday, May 1 – Sale setup
Saturday, May 2 – Sale 



SEMDS Annual Dahlia Tuber & Plant Sale 

Detailed instructions will be in the April Newsletter!

Telly’s Greenhouse
May 02, 2026
Sale starts @ 8:00 am 

Late March – Date TBD
Members will be invited to help pot up 
tubers for the upcoming plant sale.

Friday, May 1 – Sale setup
Members are needed to help set 
up for the sale.

Saturday, May 2 – Sale 
Members are needed to assist 
shoppers (plus many other tasks) 
during the sale.

Sunday, April 26 – Sale workday
Members are asked to donate extra tubers for the sale.
Please bring donations to the workday at Telly’s.
All members are invited to help bag, label, inventory, 
and organize tubers for the sale.

Tubers $5
Plants $10



If you are planning to donate tubers, please ensure:

• Tubers are firm and show visible eyes/sprouts.

• The cultivar name is known - no mystery tubers.

Tubers Wanted! 

We greatly appreciate your generous donations and support of the sale! 



SEMDS Annual Dahlia Tuber & Plant Sale – Key Dates

• Late March – date TBD
Members will be invited to help pot up tubers for the upcoming plant sale.

• Sunday, April 26 – Sale workday
Members are asked to donate extra tubers for the sale.
Please bring donations to the workday at Telly’s.
All members are invited to help bag, label, inventory, and organize tubers 
for the sale.

• Friday, May 1 – Sale setup
Members are needed to help set-up for the sale.

• Saturday, May 2 – Sale 
Members are needed to assist shoppers (plus many other tasks) during the 
sale.



Watering and fertilizing

Fertilizing:  
• The best strategy for fertilizing is to begin with a soil test to determine pH 

and the specific soil needs. 
• Lacking that information, the plants will generally benefit from regular 

treatments with a water soluble or granular fertilizer.  “Weakly, weekly.”
• Traditional wisdom:

• high nitrogen fertilizer through the middle of the season
• minimize nitrogen at the end of the season

Watering:  
• Young dahlia plants do not need a lot of water; in fact, 

excessive water can lead to rotting of the plant. 
• For larger plants, a good rule of thumb is to water if the 

rainfall is less than one inch in seven days. 
• Pots require more regular watering.



Deer resistance
Our suburban shrubbery and gardens are increasingly susceptible to 
damage by deer. The good news for dahlias is that they are low on the 
deer’s list of favorite foods. 
While dahlias are not “deer proof,” they are considered to be so in some 
parts of the country – probably those areas where deer find enough other 
plants they prefer to eat!

Organic Approach
Dahlias take well to an organic approach to gardening.
• They do well in soil with lots of organic content even in the 

absence of chemical fertilizers. 
• Pest control is not essential and can be reasonably well 

accomplished without resorting to chemical pesticides.

Protecting your plants from pests
• Small dahlia plants are susceptible to slug damage. 

• manually remove slugs early each morning or
• commercial slug killer.

• Japanese beetles 
• manually remove the beetles into a bucket of soapy water.

• Other insects 
• insecticidal soap or a 
• commercial pesticide. Follow label directions carefully.

Pest Management



SEMDS History Fun Facts

Elyse Swenson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2pb3kNoxBk


*

SEMDS 
History in Review

Promoting & Supporting the Growing, Showing, 

and Enjoyment of Dahlias in our community



*

SEMDS Hybridizers 
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Sherree Kneller
KELTON ZBARCHA



*

SEMDS Hybridizers 
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*

Kelton’s Dahlia Journey  From Indifferent to Hybridizer

How It Began

16

•Discovered dahlias in 2015

•Quickly shifted from indifferent to inspired

•Began growing at home in Southeastern Michigan in 2016

Mentorship & Growth

•Influenced by Michael Genovese

•Mentored by Don Reinhard

Growing in the Midwest

•Navigates frost and fall weather challenges

•Uses afternoon shade to reduce plant stress

•Learned early the importance of proper tuber storage

Community

•Joined the Southeastern Michigan Dahlia Society in 2019

•Earned blue ribbons as a novice grower

•Values shared learning and growing together



*

Russell’s Dahlia Journey

Russell began growing dahlias about 20 years ago 
and quickly fell in love with their beauty and the 
challenge of growing them well. He grows in his 
own yard, working with tough clay soil and 
drainage issues learning much of it the hard way.
He joined SEMDS with his wife, Lucy, and says 
community has meant everything in his journey. 
Over the years, he’s received both local and 
national recognition, including ADS recognition for 
“I Love Lucy.”
What keeps him going? The challenge, the joy, 
and the stories. His advice to the next generation: 
If you have a passion, take action there’s so much 
fun and joy waiting for you.
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I love Lucy 
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*

Back in the 70’s SEMDS 
• A Note from the Past… on Rice Paper

• This original SEMDS letter was typed on rice paper 

a thin, lightweight paper often used for important 

correspondence before home printers and email.

• Rice paper was delicate, slightly translucent, and 

felt almost silky to the touch. It made copies easier 

to mail and gave letters a certain elegance.

• Who remembers typing on rice paper?

No “undo” button… just careful keystrokes and 

maybe a little white-out!

• A beautiful reminder of how our society 

communicated long before texts and emails — and 

how much love and effort went into every 

message.
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*

A Little SEMDS History 1979
In March of 1979, the Southeastern Michigan 
Dahlia Society gathered at the Tel-Twelve 
Mall for their Annual Pot Luck Supper and 
White Elephant Sale.
Members were encouraged to bring surplus 
houseplants, pots, umbrellas, garden books, 
jewelry, and “one man’s discards are another’s 
treasure!” The committee even pre-priced 
everything before the sale organized then, 
organized now!
Nearly 50 years later, we’re still carrying on 
the tradition just with a dahlia twist.
This year, instead of general treasures, we’re 
exchanging vases for our White Elephant fun. 



*A Little SEMDS History 
1979
In March of 1979, the 
Southeastern Michigan 
Dahlia Society gathered 
at the Tel-Twelve Mall 
for their Annual Pot 
Luck Supper and White 
Elephant Sale.
Members were 
encouraged to bring 
surplus houseplants, 
pots, umbrellas, garden 
books, jewelry, and 
“one man’s discards are 
another’s treasure!” 
The committee even 
pre-priced everything 
before the sale 
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organized now!
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exchanging vases for 
our White Elephant fun. 



*

Midwest Dahlia Conference 
• From the Midwest Dahlia 

Conference – 1980

• This 1980 newsletter from the 

Midwest Dahlia Conference shares 

the history of the very first 

Midwest shows, which began in the 

1930s. Growers gathered to exhibit 

incredible blooms, including record-

breaking dahlias over 17 inches 

wide!

• It’s a beautiful reminder that for 

nearly a century, dahlia lovers have 

come together to grow, show, learn  

and build lasting friendships around 

these extraordinary flowers.
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*

Issue of Febuary 1934 

• What This Poem Is Saying

• The poem describes dahlias as the 

brave, beautiful flowers of late summer 

and early fall.

• As the days grow shorter and frost 

begins to threaten, dahlias shine their 

brightest bold, colorful, and full of life. 

They feel like summer’s last gift before 

winter arrives.

• Even as the season fades, dahlias 

remind us that beauty and hope are still 

present and that spring will come again.

Need:

• More agility and 

adaptability

• Stronger 

competitive edge

• Ability to adapt 

swiftly

• Stay ahead of the 

curve

• Continuously 

improve offerings

• Integrate user 

feedback
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*

Thank
you

Volume 1 December 1980 $1.25 

“Imagine, 50 years of 
growing in the 
Midwest weather! 
We are hearty souls 
indeed! 1981 is going 
to be great.” 

So will 2026 

1980 NEWS



For the Love of Vases
Renee Lower



-Number one will choose their favorite piece to 
start.
-Number two can either love their own choice or 
“steal” the vase already chosen.
-Etc.

If a vase is stolen, the original chooser gets to 
select another favorite.

Plot twist: The member whose vase is “loved” 
(stolen) the most will win a prize!



Lucy’s 
vase stash
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