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Agenda

Presidential stuff:

Membership - Lucy/Renee
2026 Calendar - Sherree
Treasurer Report - Pam
Banquet Options - Lucy/Elyse

Election — President, Secretary, Trustees
SEMDS History & Fun Facts - Elyse
Meet & Greet Activity — Paula

New Introductions — ADS Video
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SEMDS Fun Facts -
Our Society

» The Southeastern Michigan
Dahlia Society (SEMDS) was
established in 1953, making
it one of the oldest dahlia
societies in the Midwest.

» Our longest-standing
member is Evelyn Kreger
who joined in 1978.
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My garden is full of "people.”

by Evelyn Kreger

My garden is full of “people.”

The peonies and forsythia blossom faithfully every spring. They are like the
dependable people who never let me down.

The trumpet vine and sweet pea are my wild teen-agers. They need tough
love. | tie them to the fence to keep them in check.

Unavoidable weeds are the pushy, controlling people. How very irritating they
are!

When plants, like children, are abused by lack of love, proper food and water,
they don’t blossom to their fullest potential.

The star of my garden is the giant dahlia. She requires diligent attention,
however. She is the garden diva. When she finally appears on “opening night,”
the audience is astounded by her performance and exquisite beauty.

A single blossom of the hibiscus, daylily or evening primrose will last only 24
hours. Each one makes the most of its precious life. Shouldn’t we?



Our Mission

» The mission of SEMDS is to
promote and support the
growing, showing, and
enjoyment of dahlias
within our community.




SEMDS is an affiliated
society and partner of
the American Dahlia

Society (ADS).

Members gain access to
valuable educational
resources, publications,
and national events.

Learn more at:
dahlia.org




Regional Connection

» SEMDS is part of the Midwest Dahlia Conference, a
regional network connecting dahlia societies across
the Midwest. Visit for more information
https://www.mwdahlia.org/




Midwest Dahlia Societies

» Currently, 16 dahlia societies make up
the Midwest region.

» Learn more at: mwdahlia.org




Card View ~

The pretty view of your dahlia varieties.

Views &
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@® My Private Views

BARON BRYCE

HYBRIDIZER NAME - HYBRIDIZER ABBREVIA
RON MINER

HYBRIDIZER BIOGRAPHY

ADS CLASSIFICATION NUMBER
3110

ADS CULTIVAR SIZE
BB - Small - 4"-6"
ADS CULTIVAR FORM

Informal Decorative

ADS CULTIVAR COLOR CLASS
Light Blend

ADS CULTIVAR COLOR DESCRIPTION

° Create New View PK/Y

& Midwest Dahlia Caltivers Hybridizer -

= QY Varieties~  +

Group Spotlight

BARON CHAD

HYBRIDIZER NAME - HYBRIDIZER ABBREVIA...

RON MINER

HYBRIDIZER BIOGRAPHY

ADS CLASSIFICATION NUMBER
2011

ADS CULTIVAR SIZE
B - Medium - 6"-8"
ADS CULTIVAR FORM

Formal Decorative

ADS CULTIVAR COLOR CLASS

ADS CULTIVAR COLOR DESCRIPTION
BRS

Card Size S

Find Share View

BARON CHLOE

HYBRIDIZER NAME - HYBRIDIZER ABBREVIA...
RON MINER

HYBRIDIZER BIOGRAPHY

ADS CLASSIFICATION NUMBER
4001

ADS CULTIVAR SIZE
M - Miniature - 2 to 4"

ADS CULTIVAR FORM

Formal Decorative
ADS CULTIVAR COLOR CLASS
White

ADS CULTIVAR COLOR DESCRIPTION
WH2

BARON CHRIS

HYBRIDIZER NAME - HYBRIDIZER ABBREVIA...

RON MINER

HYBRIDIZER BIOGRAPHY

ADS CLASSIFIC/
3008

ADS CULTIVAR !
BB - Small -

ADS CULTIVAR

Formal Decc

ADS CULTIVAR |

Lavender

ADS CULTIVAR |

+ New Record

BARON CHRISTOPHER

HYBRIDIZER NAME - HYBRIDIZER ABBREVIA.
RON MINER

HYBRIDIZER BIOGRAPHY

» 68 Midwest dahlia hybridizers
have been identified, with well
over 300 cultivars documented.

» Over 300 cultivars are included in
The Midwest Dahlia Project
catalog, scheduled for release
March 1, 2026.



SEMDS Hybridizers

SEMDS is home to six Midwest dahlia
hybridizers:

» Dick Arrington: Cilla Two, Cilla

» Bud Ervin: Nellie & Grace, Nellie &
Wes, Nellie Rose, Nellie & Winnie,
Nellie & Mariko

» Kim Kasanic: Kimberly, Sam-AV, DKG
» Russell Propst: | Love Lucy
» Kelton Zebarcha: Kelton’s Original
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What’s Next?

» More information about The Midwest
Dahlia Project will be shared in the
coming months.

» We will continue highlighting fun facts,
people, history, and cultivars connected to
SEMDS.

» Thank you for being part of SEMDS. More
information and dahlia stories to come.



Activity — get to know
others in the society

Paula Gearin



2026 ADS People's
Choice Photo Contest

Voting is now open andwill close on
January 31.

Get your vote counted! See the entries
and place your vote on the ADS website.

Only ADS members may vote. One vote
per member.


https://www.dahlia.org/news/photo-contest/peoples-choice-2026-entry-gallery/
https://www.dahlia.org/news/photo-contest/peoples-choice-2026-entry-gallery/

Entry 08

Entry 23

Entry 14

Entry 54

Entry 55

—

\,
ﬂ. - |
J
Wz
&



New Introductions
for 2025

Thanks to Paula for tracking this
down before it is posted on the
ADS site.



Best%20of%202025%20American%20Dahlia%20Society.pdf
Best%20of%202025%20American%20Dahlia%20Society.pdf
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