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I have tubers, now what? 
You can plant tubers directly into the soil. Soil needs to be 60⁰F and dry enough that a fistful of soil doesn’t clump into 
a ball. Plant when you would plant tomatoes, historic last frost in southeastern Michigan is Memorial Day. 

Put in a stake (~4-5’ high). Transfer tag/label to stake.  

Dig hole 4” deep, lay tuber on its side. Cover with soil.  

http://www.semds.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Start-Dahlia-Tubers-Indoors-20190216.pdf  

 

You can pre-pot tubers to give them a head start. Water to make soil moist, plant the tuber, then don’t water until the 
plant starts to grow. 

Begin to Harden off your plants a week before you plan to transplant. Take them outside, in the shade, for a few hours a 
day. Bring them in at night. Transplant when you would plant tomatoes. Safest bet is to wait until Memorial Day weekend. 

 

No, I bought a plant: 
Plants from Cuttings - Cutting must be kept moist because they only have roots to feed them [name labels are on stick 
tags]. If the cutting starts to wilt, invert a clear plastic cup over the plant to act as a greenhouse for about a week. Vent the 
greenhouse by tilting the cup. Remove the cup a week later. Harden off before transplanting, see above. 

Plants from Tubers - Potted tubers should be water gently as overwatering can result in rotting the tuber [name labels 
are on orange tape stuck to pot]. Harden off before transplanting, see above. 

http://www.semds.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Start-Dahlia-Tubers-Indoors-20190216.pdf  
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