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1. Background
• Published by ADS yearly and 

provided to ADS Members 
• Dahlia cultivars are included 

in the classification manual 
based on North America 
show results

• Criteria for inclusion (p. 2)
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2. Overview of Content
• Dahlia featured on cover is 

Stanley Johnson Medal 
winner from 2 years ago 
(exception 2022)

Frequently visited
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When might you use Form 
descriptions?

SEMDS Show
2023 Flower of the Year
• Any 9xxx
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Color
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Color à Glossary of Terms
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Size Abbreviations
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Key to Class Numbers
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Alphabetical Listing (p. 16-51)
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Abbreviation of Originators and Countries (p. 52-55)
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Abbreviation of Originators and Countries (p. 52-55)
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Numberical Listing with Awards by Region (p. 56-99)
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Numberical Listing with Awards by Region (9xxx)
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Numberical Listing with Awards by Region (9xxx)
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2. Overview of Content
• Trial Garden
• Seedlings
• ADS Reporting
• Cultivars Retired from 

Classification Changes
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Classification Table

I Y Purple
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Stanley Johnson Medal Winners

Les Connell Medal Winners
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The Fabulous Fifty Fabulous Fifty – The American Dahlia Society

https://www.dahlia.org/docsinfo/fabulous-50/
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Key Take-Aways

Why grow ADS classified dahlias? Why grow winners?
• Winners typically have the characteristics that are appealing to all; 

strong stems, prolific blooms, symmetrical, full petal count, good 
tuber production, long lasting, good attitude J

• Dahlia cultivars that are winners in your region have a high 
probability of successfully growing in your garden

• Dahlia winners produce tubers that reliably store
• ADS classified dahlias are more readily available for purchase
• ADS show winners can be found @ www.dahlia.org

Ø The Fabulous Fifty
Ø Cream of the Crop

Can I grow tubers purchased from Costco? Telly’s? Other?
• Absolutely. Grow what you love!

“You can learn to love a winner”
Wilson Garner

Cream of the Crop – The American Dahlia Society
Fabulous Fifty – The American Dahlia Society

https://www.dahlia.org/docsinfo/cream-of-the-crop/
https://www.dahlia.org/docsinfo/fabulous-50/

